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MAY 0 2 2006 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
mr eAppUcationof:FelixBUECHI Art Unit 1745 

Serial No.: 10/608,088 Examiner: Gregg Cantelmo 

FilingDate: 06/30/2003 At*. Docket: 2003P09049US 

For: MethodcmdApparahisforHumidificationoftheMembraneofaFuelCell 
nsm ^]VIATTON DIS^ T STATEMENT 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents • 
U.S Patent and Trademark Office 
P.O.Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir. 

Listed on accompanying form PTO/SB/08A are documents that may be 
considered material to the examination of this application, in compliance with the duty of 
disclosure requirements of 37 C.F.R. §§1.56, 1.97 and 1.98. 

Applicants reserve the right to establish the patentability of the claimed invention 
over any of the information provided herewith, and/or to prove that this information may 
not be prior art, and/or to prove that this information may not be enabling for the 

teachings purportedly offered. 

This statement should not be construed as a representation that an exhaustive 
search has been made, or that there does not exist information more material to the 
examination of the present patent application. The Examiner is specifically requested not 
to rely solely on the material submitted herewith. It is further understood that the 
Examiner will review art of record in all 35 U.S.C. §120 priority documents. 

The Information Disclosure Statement lists a document (DE 199 21 007 CI) that 
is not in English, h relates to humidifying the membrane of a PEM fuel cell. The 
membranes of the membrane electrode assembly are humidified via gas channels 
incorporated in bipolar plates, which are clad with a fluid transporting capillary layer. 
This layer extends between a region in which the thermodynamic state of the gas is below 
the water saturation dew point and a region in which the thermodynamic state of the gas 

B5/B3/2B86 TL0111 BBB8W52 582AM 18688888 
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is above the dew point, for water condensation. A transfer of humidity is achieved along 
die porous layer. 

It is respectfully requested that the Examiner initial and return a copy of the 
enclosed form and to indicate in the official file of mis patent application that me 
documents have been considered. 

It is Applicants understanding that no fee is due for this request. However, in the 
event that me Patent and Trademark Office determines that an extension and/or other 
relief is required, Applicants petition for any required relief including extensions of time 
and authorize the Commissioner to charge the cost of such petitions and/or other fees due 
in connection with the filing of this document to Deposit AwonntNo.; ?Q2464 
referencing docket no.: ?no3P09049US . However, the Commissioner is not authorized 
to charge the cost of the issue fee to the Deposit Account. 


Respectfully submitted, 




Registration No. 34,733 
Tel: (407) 736 2415 
Customer No.: 28204 
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document 5 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WlPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 6 Applicant Is to 
place a check mark here If English language Translation is attached. 

This collection of Information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The Information Is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file 
c (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confide ntlatfty Is governed by 36 U.S.C. 122 end 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 

S hours to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time wiB vary depending upon the 

5 individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form end/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to 
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